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My Prison, My Home is the harrowing true story of Iranian-American scholar Haleh Esfandiari’s

arrest on false charges and subsequent incarceration in Evin Prison, the most notorious

penitentiary in Ahmadinejad’s Iran. Esfandiari’s riveting, deeply personal, and illuminating first-

person account of her ordealis the inspiring tale of one woman’s triumph over interrogation,

intimidation, and fear. Offering a shocking, close-up view inside the paranoid mindset of the

repressive Ahmadinejad regime, My Prison, My Home sheds light on a high-stakes

international incident that sparked protests from some of the world’s most influential public

figures—including Barack Obama, Hillary Clinton, and former U.S. Secretary of State Madeline

Albright

“This is an engaging book that will inform the reader and make it easier to understand the

issues that define Iran in the 21st Century. ”From Publishers WeeklyDecember 30, 2006, was

the night Esfandiari's nightmare began. Traveling by car to the Tehran airport, following a visit

with her elderly mother, the director of the Middle East Program at the Woodrow Wilson Center

in Washington, D.C., was robbed. The 67-year-old felt lucky, not to have been injured in what

she initially thought was a simple snatching of her belongings, including her passport. A few

friends warned of more dire consequences. Esfandiari (Reconstructed Lives: Women and

Iran's Islamic Revolution) did not realize that upon returning to her childhood home, she was

entering a maelstrom, fueled by the long-standing animosity between Tehran and Washington

—which contributed to her eight-month interrogation, four of which were spent in Evin Prison in

solitary confinement. Most disconcerting was the shattering of Esfandiari's feelings for her

native land: I felt the country I had cherished all my life was no longer mine. I had loved Iran

with a passion.... Yet these horrible people had made me feel alien in my own homeland. In this

engaging memoir, Esfandiari weaves together strands of her family and professional life, the

problematic and complex history of American-Iranian relations, along with a reasoned

eyewitness account of being held as a political prisoner. (Oct.)Copyright © Reed Business

Information, a division of Reed Elsevier Inc. All rights reserved. --This text refers to an alternate

kindle_edition edition.From the Inside FlapOn December 31, 2006, sixty-seven-year-old

scholar and grandmother Haleh Esfandiari was on her way home to the United States from Iran

when she became the victim of a far-fetched conspiracy theory. On the suspicion that she was

part of an American plot to bring "regime change" to Iran, the Intelligence Ministry detained,

interrogated, and eventuallyarrested her. For the next 105 days, she lived in solitary

confinement in the notorious Evin Prison. Weaving together memories of her childhood in Iran,

her story of capture and release, and her extensive knowledge of her homeland, My Prison, My

Home is at once a mesmerizing story of survival and a clear-eyed portrait of Iran today and

how it came to be.--Bloomberg.com --This text refers to an alternate kindle_edition

edition.About the AuthorHaleh Esfandiari is a distinguished Iranian American public intellectual.

The foundingdirector of the Woodrow Wilson Center’s Middle East Program, she is the

formerdeputy secretary general of the Women’s Organization of Iran and has taught at

PrincetonUniversity. She has worked in Iran as a journalist and is the author of Reconstructed

Lives: Women and Iran’s Islamic Revolution. She lives in Maryland with her husband, Shaul

Bakhash, a professor at George Mason University.--This text refers to an alternate

kindle_edition edition.From The Washington PostFrom The Washington Post's Book World/



washingtonpost.com Reviewed by Lisa Bonos As you read Haleh Esfandiari's memoir of

imprisonment in Iran, it's easy to lose track of time, both because her compelling tale draws

you in and because similar situations are still playing out in her home country. Esfandiari's one-

week visit with her 93-year-old mother in Tehran in December 2006 turned into an eight-month

international incident when she was accused of attempting to overthrow the regime by

organizing lectures and conferences as the Middle East director at the Woodrow Wilson Center

in Washington. Held in solitary confinement at Evin prison, Esfandiari battled the devils of

imprisonment physically and emotionally. She took on a routine of exercising six hours a day to

stay mentally fit for grueling interrogation sessions. She also tried not to think much about her

loved ones outside the prison walls, in order to stave off depression and feelings of "Sisyphean

futility" as freedom often seemed simultaneously close and elusive. Esfandiari's travails have

been well documented: The Washington Post and other newspapers around the world closely

covered her case and editorialized for her release. But "My Prison, My Home" goes well

beyond the headlines by deftly weaving personal narrative with a political history of modern

Iran. The charges against Esfandiari were eventually dropped, and she returned to

Washington, but it's clear she will never be the same. "The scars of prison never really heal,"

she writes. Yet despite her ordeal, she still hopes for more freedom in her homeland and says

she has "lost none of my devotion to Iran." bonosl@washpost.comCopyright 2009, The

Washington Post. All Rights Reserved. --This text refers to an alternate kindle_edition

edition.From the Back CoverAt the Ministry of Intelligence in Tehran, a man in a checkered

shirt sits down in an easy chair. He removes several documents from his pocket and hands one

to Haleh Esfandiari, a sixty-seven-year-old Iranian American grandmother he has interrogated

and detained for what seems to be an endless number of weeks. “This is your arrest warrant

and we are taking you to Evin Prison," he says.This stunning arrest was the culmination of a

chain of events set into motion in the early-morning hours of December 31, 2006—a day that

began like any other but presaged the end of Esfandiari's regular visits to her elderly mother in

Iran, and her return to the United States. That morning, the driver arrived on time. Her mother

held the Quran over her head for blessing and luck. From the car, Haleh waved good-bye. She

checked for her passport and plane ticket. But as the taxi neared the airport, a sedan forced

them to pull over. Three men, armed with knives, threatened her and her driver while going

through her pockets and stealing her belongings—including her travel documents. She was left

unharmed but would not fly home to the States that day. “An ordinary robbery," Esfandiari

insisted to friends and family. She took steps to secure a new passport and book a new flight.

But it would not be until eight months later that she would leave Iran.Esfandiari became the

victim of the far-fetched belief on the part of Iran's Intelligence Ministry that she, a scholar with

the Woodrow Wilson International Center in Washington, D.C., was part of an American

conspiracy for “regime change" in Iran. In haunting prose and vivid detail, Esfandiari recounts

how the Intelligence Ministry subsequently ordered a search of her mother's apartment; put her

through hours, then weeks, of interrogation; tapped her phone calls, forcing her to speak in

code to her husband and mother; and finally detained her at the notorious Evin Prison, where

she would spend 105 days in solitary confinement.Through her ordeal, Esfandiari came face-to-

face with the state of affairs between Iran and the United States—and witnessed firsthand how

fear and paranoia could create a government that would take her captive. Weaving her

personal story of capture and release with her extensive knowledge of Iran, My Prison, My

Home is at once a mesmerizing story of survival and a clear-eyed portrait of Iran today and

how it came to be.--This text refers to an alternate kindle_edition edition.Read more
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Based on a True Story

Ken C, “Fascinating!. This is the incredible story of one woman's incarceration in prison in Iran

for no reason whatsoever. Even though she had an Austrian mother and an American

passport, Haleh Esfandiari was arrested, detained and ultimately imprisoned simply because

she worked for an organization that promoted better understanding and relations between Iran

and the United States. For months she lived in solitary confinement and was subjected to

relentless interrogation by officials who were determined to establish proof of a plot to

overthrow the Iranian government. This is a fascinating look at how the Iranian government and

Intelligence service keeps their citizens in line through fear and intimidation, how the ultra-

conservative clergy maintain power by suppressing freedom, and how the United States

government has squandered countless opportunities to improve relations between the two

countries. This is a must-read for anyone who wants a better understanding of Iranian culture

and the policies that continue to prevent peace.”

Silent Wolf, “Beautifully written!. I have always enjoyed true stories, but so often they're not

written well, especially when it's a memoir. That wasn't the case here. From the moment her

car was ambushed to her arrest and eventual release, I felt like I was right there with her.I

chose this book partly because the story appealed to me but mostly because of the setting,

Iran. My late-grandfather worked for the airlines and was always being sent to different places

around the world. My mother even graduated high school in Kenya! But, like this author, my

late-grandmother worked for a newspaper in Tehran though as a proofreader. They and my 2

uncles and aunt were evacuated when Ayatollah Khomeini returned.”

GitKash, “An inspiring book. In this extremely well-written and inspiring book, Haleh Esfandiari

succeeds in involving the reader emotionally in a compelling story. Methodically she recounts

the intrictate details of the questioning sessions which followed her harrowing experience that

began with a robbery on her way to the airport and continued all through her imprisonment at

the notorious Evin Prison. Through her account, one is familiarized with the savage and

irrational conduct of a theocracy which considers itself only answerable to god. This is not only

an account of intimidation, threats and psychological pressure but also a story of a glorious



and indomitable spirit that refuses to be broken despite the unbearable pressures. In fact, it is

a vivid testimony to the courage and fortitude of the Iranian women who have been at the

vanguard of the movement fighting to liberate Iran from this scourge.”

Rusty Runner, “Resist anyway you can. This is a wonderful account of a middle-aged woman's

amazing resistance against all odds in Evin Prison in Tehran. Haleh Esfandiari relied both on

spiritual support, as well as universal vociferous support of everyone she knew, that is

everyone who could do it. She puts her ordeal in the context of a concise account of recent

Iranian history. The book shows once more how the Iranian regime is ridiculously paranoid

about anyone who lives & works abroad. Despite the regime's claim, international & media's

continuous voicing of the facts helps a lot in releasing these unlawful incarcerations. I highly

recommend this memoir, as well as accounts by Marina Nemat, Zara Ghahramani & Roxana

Saberi.”

C. wins, “Glad to be an American. I found this book highly informative. I didn't know a lot about

the history in Iran including relations with the US. It was a little confusing going back and forth

between time periods. It was also an eye opener to see how unfair the justice system is in

other parts of the world.”

Ebook Tops Reader, “My opinion. I always have such a curiosity about what it is really like in

other countries. We so sorely take our freedoms for granted. We forget that other countries are

not like ours. We are so blessed and don't even know it . thank you author for presenting this

to us in a way that we can see the dominating powers of some of the country's. Fully

recommend this book.”

irene, “perfect seller. THIS BOOK WAS SOMETHING, WHYamerican citizen GOING BACK

THEY OWN COUNTRY?? OVER AND OVER AGAIN ??for me this book ;some pages not

even read it, seller was perfect, thank you ; IRENE”

The book by Haleh Esfandiari has a rating of  5 out of 4.2. 52 people have provided feedback.



Language: English

File size: 835 KB

Text-to-Speech: Enabled

Screen Reader: Supported

Enhanced typesetting: Enabled

X-Ray: Enabled

Word Wise: Enabled

Print length: 252 pages

Lending: Not Enabled

http://www.neutronbyte.com/api/Wa18oYTP/d

